
 

Assessing election-day motivations to vote: A qualitative approach 

Detailed Participant Information Sheet 

You are being invited to take part in a research study conducted by the University of 
Manchester. 

Please take time to read the following information carefully and discuss it with others if you 
wish. Please ask if there is anything that is not clear or if you would like more information.  

Thank you for reading this.  

Who will conduct the research?  

The research will be conducted by Professor Ed Fieldhouse, Dr David Cutts, Dr Laurence 
Lessard-Phillips, Dr Huw Vasey, and Dr Paul Widdop. The investigators are all based at the 
Institute for Social Change.  

What is the aim of the research?  

With this research, we are hoping to clarify why people show up to the polls on Election Day 
and who they go with. This research is part of a project entitled the Social Complexity of 
Immigration and Diversity (SCID). The main aim of this research is to inform a model of 
voting and will be used to produce research papers related to election-day voting behaviour 
and the social act of voting. 

Why have I been chosen?  

You have been chosen randomly among people coming out of the polling station. In total, we 
aim to interviews 120 voters. 

What would I be asked to do if I took part?  

If you take part, you will be asked a few questions on your voting experience today. This will 
take approximately 3-4 minutes. The answers to the questions will be audio recorded. 

What happens to the data collected?  

The data will be used to inform a simulation of turnout, and will also be used to write 
research papers on election-day behaviour of individuals. 

How is confidentiality maintained?  

No personal information about you will be recorded, only your view on the questions asked. 
Audio tapes will be kept secure in University-owned computers. Any data will be destroyed 
(securely deleted on the computer) upon completion of the study. 

 

 



What happens if I do not want to take part or if I change my mind?  

It is up to you to decide whether or not to take part. If you do decide to take part you will be 
given an abridged information sheet to keep and be asked to give verbal consent. If you 
decide to take part you are still free to withdraw at any time without giving a reason and 
without detriment to yourself. 

Will the outcomes of the research be published?  

Outcomes of the research will be published in research articles, as well as on the ISC 
website. 

Contact for further information  

Prof Ed Fieldhouse 
Institute for Social Change 
2.11 Humanities Bridgeford Street 
Oxford Road 
Manchester 
M13 9PL 

Tel: 0161 306 6959 

email: scid@manchester.ac.uk 

What if something goes wrong? 

If there are any issues regarding this research that you would prefer not to discuss with 
members of the research team, please contact the Research Practice and Governance Co-
ordinator by either writing to 'The Research Practice and Governance Co-ordinator, 
Research Office, Christie Building, The University of Manchester, Oxford Road, Manchester 
M13 9PL', by emailing: Research-Governance@manchester.ac.uk, or by telephoning 0161 
275 7583 or 275 8093. 

mailto:Research-Governance@manchester.ac.uk

