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What is the AMOC?

Met. office, 2025
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Physical impacts
• Methodologically robust
• Mechanistically detailed
• Spatially global

Societal impacts
• Scarce and rarely quantified
• Concentrated in the GN
• Sector-specific

Ritchie et al., 2020

Van Westen et al., 2024
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AMOC weakening reaches agriculture through many 
pathways and cascades into food, trade, and migration

Tseliou et al., in prep



Copernicus Institute of Sustainable Development

Blind spots? Health, Migration, Pesticides, Livestock, 
Infrastucture

Tseliou et al., in prep
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Preliminary conclusions

• Societal evidence is too thin for policy
• Infrastucture, agriculture, energy and fisheries dominate the 

societal impact stories
• Health and migration are barely assessed but are important 

according to experts
• Possible cascades and links between systems remain elusive 

but are important according to experts

Tseliou et al., in prep
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How about the newspapers?
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“Overall, Dutch journalistic media often 
accurately convey the core concepts of 
AMOC-related scientific research papers, but 
place strong emphasis on societal 
consequences and opportunities of an AMOC 
collapse.”

Te Koppele & van Sebille, 2026

How about the newspapers?
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Project idea

Climate
system

Public 
perception

Socio-
economical 

system
Media Behaviour

Methods: 
Interviews/focus 
groups à How do 

different narratives 
shape people’s 

perception?

Methods: ABMs based 
on theory AND data 

about the public 
perception (and the 
climate system?)
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Considerations
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we set up a game? 
Or is there 
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Which 
Media?

From simple toy 
model to fully 
parametrized 

model…

Uncertainties in 
timing, effect 

size, regions etc. 

Agriculture, 
fisheries, trade, 

housing, 
infrastructure…


